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THREE ACTIVE ARTS ORGANIZATIONS PRESENT ARTS AND MUSIC ACROSS THE CAPE
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The new Arts Empowering Life 
Performing Arts Center is a place for 
the entire community to rejoice.

By Julie Craven Wagner

Images provided by Arts Empowering Life

Make a Joyful Noise
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“To achieve great things, two things are needed: a plan and not enough time.” 
-LEONARD BERNSTEIN

In this day and age, we are 
familiar with busy schedules, 
long to do lists that demand our 
attention, and bucket lists that 
only seem to grow instead of 
diminish. Thankfully the forces 
behind the new Arts Empowering 
Life Performing Arts Center 
in Brewster didn’t allow any 
of the traditional, or even the 
unexpected non-traditional delays 
like a once in a 100-year pandemic 
deter them from their mission.  
The newly built beacon of 
possibility is a showcase for 
world-class artistic presentations 
and musical performance, across 
a variety of genres.

In the spirit of the adage, “it takes 
a village,” the impressive design is 
credited to the talented architects 
at Architectural Design in Orleans. 
The collaboration of both the 
architects and visionaries from 
Arts Empowering Life created a 
structure that can truly be heralded 
as a uniquely imagined space. 
Inspired by the four elements of 
earth, wind, fire and water, the 
center’s thoughtfully appointed 
components include the banks of 
windows which wrap the upper 
half of the ground floor, the 
tasteful choice of materials that 
seem to have sprouted from the 

surrounding landscape and the 
soaring lighthouse inspired tower.

The construction of the facility 
was directed by HSO Contracting 
from Orleans and the labor 
was augmented by a legion of 
volunteers whose sweat equity 
literally created something for the 
community, from the community. 
Eastham’s Ponderosa Landscaping 
was responsible for the design and 
installation of the well-manicured 
grounds, which were also realized 
with the help of local neighbors 
and residents who are directly 
benefited by the center’s existence.

Paul Tingley, Program 
Coordinator, says the newly 
opened facility is poised for a 
robust season. The intention 
for enjoyment of the space was 
centered around the vision of 
a place to gather, experience 
and celebrate the arts. To that 
end, there are several scheduled 
performances over the summer 
in the main hall where capacity 
comfortably accommodates over 
475 guests. Other performance 
spaces were considered in the 
overall design as it would meet 
the needs of the community and 
allow for flexibility with sliding 
and folding walls that can carve 

out space for groups anywhere 
between 25 and 175 attendees. 

The center also has designated 
spacious areas which allow for 
music instruction, conferences, 
guest lecturers and even reception 
areas such as the extensive second 
story outdoor deck. The vision for 
the center focused on delivering 
excellence in the arts—opportunities 
to experience, share, learn and 
present a wide range of expression. 
“Probably our biggest performance 
to date is going to be August 10th 
and 11th,” Tingley shares. “There 
will be five opera singers with 
distinguished careers singing 
selections from beloved operas. It 
should be a glorious and historic 
opportunity to see something of 
this caliber on this scale on the 
Cape.” Tingley goes on to explain 
that the lecture series planned 
for this season includes creative 
speakers who share the healing 
and transforming power of music. 
“Andrew Schumann is a guitarist 
who while in a medically induced 
coma benefited from the music of 
Johann Sebastian Bach when his 
wife implored the medical staff to 
play it for him. He now has made a 
career working with hospitals and 
emergency rooms and people in 
critical care because he personally 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events AT THE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

• FREE Arts & Entertainment Lecture Series

• JUNE 15 – 7:30PM 
Music of Armenia: Recital/Lecture 
by the Boston NOR Trio 
presented by Sargis Karapetyan, 
Violin; Nune Hakobyan, Piano; 
Andrei Sobchenko, Saxophone

JUNE 17 – 21 
Pyware Visual Design Retreat  
Cutting-edge Drill Design for 
Marching Band and Drum Corps

•  JUNE 29 – 7:30PM 
An Evening of Sonic Exploration: 
The Musical Fusion of Marimba, 
Art, Electronics & Voice 
presented by Maria Finkelmeier

JULY 9 – AUGUST 14  
Summer Performing Arts  
Camp for K-12
Woodwinds, Brass, Strings, 
Percussion & Theatre

JULY 20 – 7:30PM 
A Summer Evening with  
Strings & Trumpet 
Sargis Karapetyan, Violin, Paul 
Tingley, Trumpet & String 
Ensemble

JULY 25 & 26 – 7:30PM  
Chara Percussion Ensemble in 
Concert: Passage to an Uncharted 
World

• JULY 27 – 10-12PM  
Workshop, 7:30PM – Concert 
Celebrate Percussion!  Drum & 
Keyboard Workshop & Concert 
presented by Ian Hale

AUGUST 10 & 11 – 7:30PM & 
3:30PM 
Opera Gala with Soloists & 
Orchestra 
Conducted by Richard K. Pugsley, 
featured selections include 
favorites by Rossini, Verdi, Bizet, 
Handel, Puccini & Wagner. 
Featuring: Martha Peterson, 
Soprano; Margaret Lattimore, 
Mezzo-Soprano; Limmie Pulliam, 
Tenor; David Adam Moore, 
Baritone; Andrew Nolen, Bass.

SEPT – MAY 
Outer Cape Winds, A Community 
Wind Ensemble 
Rehearses Every Tuesday 5-7PM, 
All Ages & Abilities Welcome

• SEPTEMBER 21 – 3:30PM 
Encore, Encore:  Giving Voice to 
People Living with Dementia  
presented by Michael Anderson

• OCTOBER 19 – 3:30PM 
A Journey of Hope Through  
Faith and Art  
presented by Delro Rosco

DECEMBER 23  
Annual Carol Sing

508-240-2400  
artsempoweringlife.org  
performingartscentercapecod.org
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has found music to be that 
impactful,” he says. For those who 
may have missed one of the lecture 
series, Tingley says the center offers 
them on YouTube afterwards.

“Our programs are meant to enrich 
individuals and the community as a 
whole,” Tingley states. “That is why 
we strive to have programs that can 
span generations and interests.” 
One dynamic element the center 
offers and has grown substantially 
over the past year: the Outer Cape 
Winds Ensemble. Tingley who 
serves as the band director for 20 
musicians, plays the trumpet and 
says what started as a handful of six 
like-minded musicians has grown 
to almost two dozen enthusiastic 
members including some parent/
child participants.

The center committed to raising 
the funds and raising the 
structure in just one year. Now, 
barely a year after opening, the 
need for funds continues, yet the 
center’s commitment of providing 
space to present unique and 
intriguing arts performances 
appears to be boundless. 

Julie Craven Wagner is the editor of 
Cape Cod ART.
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